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 64th General Service Conference
Communicating Our Legacies –Vital in A Changing 

World

Rye, NY 
April 27 – May 3, 2014



    So, since 1951 we have been holding these 
yearly Conferences, to see whether this 
movement was interested enough, was 
responsible enough, felt those services were 
worthwhile enough, to maintain so long as God 
will need this society.” 
 - Bill W, speaking at the 1954 Texas State Convention







Roll Call

93 Delegates

15 GSO & GV 
Staff

7A / 13B Trustees 
 3 AAWS Directors

2 GV Directors
(25)

133 Voting Members

Represent AA groups in fulfilling
the ultimate responsibility for
AA’s World Services.

Responsible for
policy & implementation

Carry out policies of and report to
the General Service Board and 
Conference



Delegate Statistics (in years)
Avg Age -- 59
Oldest -- 78
Youngest -- 32
Avg Sobriety -- 21
Longest Sobriety -- 41
Shortest Sobriety --   7
Avg Service -- 17
Longest Service -- 37
Shortest Service --   7



   “ Consider the challenges of carrying our 
message to the alcoholic who still suffers in a 
world where communication is clogged and 
complicated by television, the internet, cell 
phones, tablets, and laptops, along with the 
enhancements of Facebook, Twitter and the 
like.”

      - Roberta L., Trustee - Keynote Address, 64th GSC April 2014





Without committees, it is doubtful that 
any Conference would be able to function
effectively. Most questions suggested
for the Conference agenda are assigned
to a committee, where items can be discussed
in a small group before they are forwarded for 
discussion to the full Conference body.

- AA Service Manual, p.S59





REPORTS OF:

The General Service Board – Terry Bedient, Chair

Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc – Gary Lutz, Chair

Alcoholics Anonymous Grapevine, Inc – Nancy Haynes, Chair



General Service Board
Remember The Plan?

14 Initiatives that did not require Conference Approval:
1. Minutes 8. Eligibility of Appointed Committee Members

2. Real Estate 9. Distribution – info & products

3. Attendance at Mtgs of Operating Corps        10. Intellectual properties

4. Orientation 11. Technology

5. Non-trustee dir service 12. Contracts & Services

6. Size & Scope of subsidiary board 13. Format GV & LaVina Products
7. Eligibility of GSB trustees  14. Accounting & Reporting

*15. Serving the Fellowship



Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc



AA Grapevine Board



Report of trustees’ Finance & Budgetary Committee



Tuesday April 29, 2014
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 Conference Committee Reports / Discussion 



Proposal to revise Bridging the Gap pamphlet to 
expand its scope to include information on related
Corrections service activity – TOOK NO ACTION

Treatment / Special Needs-Accessibility



The Committee recommended that the AA Grapevine have the ‘Right of 
Decision’ for all formatting decisions on producing the Grapevine and La Vina.
 
Amendment offered to clarify ‘Spiritual Parity”…Failed
Vote: 76 in favor, 49 against… Failed (2/3 = 83)
No minority opinion
 

Grapevine



Corrections

Revisions to the text to be consistent with 
similar text in CPC literature

New video to replace
“It Sure Beats Sitting in a Cell”



Literature

Many paths to spirituality

Circles of Love and Service

Correct text related to appendices in preface of Alcoholics Anonymous



Public Information

Changes to the membership survey

Conduct the membership survey

Discontinue PSAs “Living in Chaos” and “We Know What it’s Like”

Produce new PSA at a cost not to exceed $30,000



Finance

Call for the creation of a plan for 
Translation of all conference materials – background material and conference
manual, etc. be translated into Spanish and French

International Conventions / Regional Forums
An anonymity protected photograph of the flag ceremony be taken
At the 2015 International Convention

An encrypted anonymity-protected internet broadcast of the 2015 
International Convention Opening Flag Ceremony 

Policy / Admissions

One day of electronic voting at the General Service Conference during a two-year 
Trial period

Archives – Markings on the Journey - updated



Report and Charter

Additions / Changes to the AA Service Manual:

Glossary additions: 
Advisory Action – Represents the informed group conscience of the Fellowship,

as the result of a recommendation made by a Conference committee or a floor action,
which has been approved be the Conference body as  a whole

Additional Committee Consideration – an item that was discussed by a 
conference committee but with no action taken or made by the conference 
as  a whole

Add description of Registrar on page S45



Cooperation with the Professional Community

Updates / changes



Agenda

Theme for the 2015 General Service Conference: 
Celebrating 80 Years  of Recovery, Unity, and Service – The Foundation for our Future

Presentation / discussion topics for the 2015 General Service Conference:
“Our Common Welfare Through Gratitude in Action”

a. Diversity in AA – Our Heritage of Inclusion
b. Safety and Respect – Practicing the Principles begins in our home groups
c. Safeguarding our Traditions through the evolution of technology
d. Inventory – Looking Back to Move Ahead



Our Twelfth Step – carrying the message – is 
the basic service that the AA fellowship gives; this is our 
principle aim and the main reason for our existence. 
Therefore, AA is more than a set of principles; it is a 
society of alcoholics in action. We must carry the 
message, else we ourselves can wither and those who 
haven’t been given the truth may die.

Hence, an AA service is anything whatever 
that helps up to reach a fellow sufferer – ranging  all the 
way from the Twelfth Step itself to a ten-cent phone 
call and a cup of coffee, and to AA’s General Service 
Office for national and international action.
- Bill W., AA’s Legacy of Service, The AA Service Manual p.S1



What questions do you have?
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